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In order to provide a background for this and other presentations in this module, the 
following slides define key terms that are frequently used in nature law and policy 
documents.

¢ƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻƴ-living environmental media.
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¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ CƻǊǳƳ ƻƴ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
ǎǘƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǎƻƛƭΣ ŀƛǊΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 
term is frequently used in EU nature documents, in particular, the EU Biodiversity 
{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨhǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΥ ŀƴ 9¦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ 
нлнлΩΣ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ
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¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΣ 
began to be widely used in the 1980s. The loss of biodiversity in the EU and globally is a 
critical concern of the EU.
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ΨōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΤ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
diversity.
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An example of species diversity is shown in the taxonomic ranking for wolves / dogs. 
Note that domestic dogs are a single sub-species regardless of their many varieties.
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Another example of species diversity is shown in the taxonomic ranking for salmon.
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A further example of species diversity is shown in the taxonomic ranking for humans. In 
contrast to the vast majority of species, there is only one surviving species in the Genus, 
Hominidae, that is, Homo sapiens.
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A key aim of nature law is the protection of species of plants and animals that are 
endangered or threatened with extinction. The IUCN has established threat categories 
for use in its internationally recognised Red List system. 

The categories and criteria in the Red List provide a system that can be applied 
consistently by different people. Their use improves objectivity by: providing users with 
clear guidance on how to evaluate different factors that affect the risk of extinction; 
providing a system that facilitates comparisons across widely different taxa; and 
providing a better understanding of the methodology for classifying individual species.
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There are different types of habitats / biomes, including terrestrial, freshwater and 
marine habitats. Some of these habitats are natural, others are semi-natural, and others 
are man-made. For example, an abandoned oil rig may attract many species that live on 
and around it, creating a marine man-made habitat. Urban foxes are now widely found 
across the EU, having changed some of their behaviour from that in their natural habitat 
to their new man-made habitat.
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There are wide variances in the natural ranges of different species. Some species, such 
as some types of butterflies have a very small natural range. The fragmentation of this 
habitat endangers the continued survival of populations of them or even an entire 
species or sub-species.

Other species, such as wolves, have a wide-ranging habitat. This means that it is 
impossible to confine them to a specified area such as a national park unless barriers are 
constructed to prevent them leaving it ςwhich is generally not possible.

Populations of migratory species, such as salmon, can become endangered if a vital part 
of their habitat, such as the spawning area of their birth river, is destroyed.

Note that, in contrast to other species, the natural range of people is virtually world-
wide from the equator to the Antarctic.
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Natural ranges of habitats may be reduced by natural and man-made events. 
CǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ΨǇŀǘŎƘŜǎΩ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ 
biodiversity because populations of a species or sub-species can be confined to a single 
patch that is not sufficiently large or diverse for them to survive.
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¦ƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŜǉǳƛƭƛōǊƛǳƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 
realisation that nature was dynamic resulted in a paradigm shift from conventional 
environmental management to adaptive management that recognises that populations 
of species can drastically fluctuate in number and extent of their range over time. This 
includes sudden as well as gradual fluctuations.
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¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΩ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
basis for the Birds and Habitats Directives. The Directives aim to maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation status of species protected by them.
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As with the favourable conservation status of a species, the Habitats Directive aims to 
maintain or restore the favourable conservation status of natural habitats listed in its 
annexes. Both the Habitats and Birds Directives aim to maintain or restore the natural 
habitats of species protected by them as well as the species themselves.
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There is an increasing number of scientific articles that have concluded that the 
Holocene Epoch, which began after the last ice age some 11,700 years ago, has ended 
and that the earth has entered a new geologic era called the Anthropocene. The word 
ΨŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻŎŜƴŜΩ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻǎΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨƘǳƳŀƴΩΦ 
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Many scientists writing on the Anthropocene not only contend that the earth has 
entered this geologic era but that the effects of people on the earth are changing nature 
itself. A growing number of scientists argue that these changes to nature could result in 
the sixth mass extinction. 

For example, Reed F. Noss, a renowned and influential professor of conservation biology, 
ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ{ƻƳŜ {ǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ wŜŦǳƎŜǎ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ 
²ƘƻƭŜΩΣ пп bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ млфоΣ ммлл όнллпύΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŀƎǊŜŜ 
that we are well into the sixth mass extinction event in the history of life, with the 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ
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Recent research by a group of influential biologists suggests that reductions in the size of 
populations of species and the number of species threatens their extinction and that a 
mass extinction event may be taking place that will threaten the survival of civilisation. 
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The main reasons for the gradual loss of natural resources from human activities are 
listed in this slide. 

Habitat fragmentation is the umbrella term for the loss of habitat resulting from the 
division of large, contiguous habitats into a number of smaller patches that are isolated 
from each other. Populations of species are less able to survive in the patches than in 
the un-fragmented habitat.
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The threat of climate change is closely linked to the threat caused by the loss of 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻǎǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΩΣ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΨhǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǳǊ 
natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020 (COM(2011) 244 final, 3 May 2011). 
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Oren Lyons, Chief and Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan of the Onondaga Nation, is a world 
recognised advocate and scholar on indigenous peoples and environmentalism.  
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Sudden releases of oil and other pollutants into the environment have become a 
common phenomenon across the world. Marine releases include not only oil spills from 
vessels but also the release of oil into the Gulf of Mexico from a blow out  that lasted 89 
days and resulted in approximately five million barrels of oil being released into the Gulf. 

Some releases have injured and killed people as well as animals and plants. They include 
deaths from the explosion on the Deepwater Horizon, the sudden release of methyl 
isocyanate at Bhopal, India, and the sudden release of toxic mud from failed dam at 
alumina factory at Kolontár, Hungary, that destroyed villages in its path.
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The European Commission adopted a Communication on an EU biodiversity strategy in 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мффу ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ Ψǘƻ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΣ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙŀƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ 
biodiversity and to lead to the maintenance or restoration of species and ecosystems in 
a favourable conservation state. Since that time, the EU has emphasised the need to halt 
the loss of biodiversity in various programmes, policies and strategies. These include 
measures to conserve biodiversity in the EU sustainable development strategy that was 
adopted by the European Council in 2001. The programmes, policies and strategies 
emphasise, among other things, the effect of the modification of natural habitats on the 
loss of biodiversity.

A key component of the strategy to halt the loss of biodiversity is the protection of 
designated areas under the Natura 2000 network, as will be discussed later.
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The most recent European Environment Agency report on the State of Nature in the EU, 
published in 2015, contains comprehensive facts and figures on the status and trends of 
species and habitats covered by the Birds and Habitats Directives. The report was 
compiled from reports submitted by Member States to the European Commission in 
2013 under those Directives and subsequent assessments at EU geographical and 
biogeographical levels. The reports submitted by Member States to the Commission in 
2013  included information derived between 2007 and 2012. 
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The European Commission commissioned a report by the Institute for European 
Environmental Policy to fill a gap in then-existing studies of a comprehensive assessment 
of public health benefits from improved air quality, climate, exercise and healthier 
lifestyles and/or social benefits from access to nature and working with nature. The 
report explored and assessed these benefits, focusing in particular on the Natura 2000 
network as well as green infrastructure outside the network. 

The report discusses opportunities for further developing and increasing health and 
social benefits from nature. In addition, it identifies tools that can be used to map social 
values and health benefits linked to nature and makes recommendations for promoting 
these linkages at EU level. 
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In 2000, the then United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called for the 
preparation of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment. The Assessment was initiated in 
2001 with the objective of assessing the consequences of changes in ecosystems that 
affect human well-being and the scientific basis for action needed to enhance the 
conservation and sustainable use of those ecosystems and their contribution to human 
well-being. The findings of the Assessment are set out in five technical volumes and six 
synthesis reports. They provide a state-of-the-art scientific appraisal of the condition and 
ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜΣ 
conserve or enhance the sustainable use of ecosystems. One of the main findings of the 
Assessment was that global biodiversity has declined on a massive scale since the 1950s 
due to more rapid and extensive changes in ecosystems than during any other 
comparable period in human history. 

41



The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) is a global initiative that was 
established following a meeting of environment ministers of the G8 countries plus Brazil, 
China, India, Mexico and South Africa at Potsdam, Germany, on 15-17 March 2007. 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Dу ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 
on 6-8 June 2007. 

The series of reports produced pursuant to the initiative are designed for ecologists and 
economists, policymakers at international, national, regional and local level, business, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢99. ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ΨƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΩΦ Lǘǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 
objective is to mainstream the values of biodiversity and ecosystem services into 
decision-making at all levels. It aims to achieve this goal by means of a structured 
approach to valuation that helps decision-makers recognise the wide range of benefits 
provided by ecosystems and biodiversity, demonstrates their values in economic terms 
and, where appropriate, reflects those values in decision-making. TEEB has also 
produced a series of country and biome studies.
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In February 1998, the Commission adopted a Communication on an EU biodiversity 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿŀǎ Ψǘƻ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΣ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙŀƭǘ 
biodiversity loss and to ensure that species and ecosystems, including agro-ecosystems, 
are in a favourable conservation state. A key component of the Communication was the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity including measures to protect it inside 
and outside the Natura 2000 network as well as measures to integrate biodiversity 
concerns into liability mechanisms. Integrating biodiversity measures into agriculture 
was to be accomplished, in part, through the Common Agricultural Policy.

Article 3 of the sustainable development strategy, which was adopted by the Council in 
WǳƴŜ нллмΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǘƛƴŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ΨǎƘŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
development of Europe based on balanced economic growth and price stability, a highly 
competitive social market economy, aiming at full employment and social progress, and 
ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩΦ

The biodiversity action plans issued by the Commission apply to areas outside, as well as 
inside, the Natura 2000 network.

44



In 2005, in its review of the EU sustainable development strategy, the Commission 
concluded, among other things, that growing pressure on natural resources and 
biodiversity was unsustainable, stating that it would carry out a review to reinforce a 
ΨƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΩ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
at the core of EU policymaking. The strategy also emphasised the need to ensure 
sufficient EU and Member State funding, management of the Natura 2000 network, and 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ 

The Commission further stated that, whilst notable progress had been made and the 
first signs of slowing rates of loss of biodiversity had begun to appear, the target could 
only be met if there was accelerated implementation of the Convention of Biological 
Diversity and the strategy at EU and Member State levels. The Commission reiterated 
that Member States had the same responsibility to implement the Convention as did the 
9¦Σ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ΨǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜΣ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΩΦ 

In its Communication entitled Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 ςand beyond; 
Sustaining ecosystem services for human well-being (COM(2006) 216 final, 22 May 
2006), the Commission noted two factors in particular.  First, land use and development, 
which are controlled at Member State level, were not being reconciled with conserving 
biodiversity and maintaining services provided by ecosystems. Second, climate change 
was having an increasing impact on biodiversity.

Reasons given by the European Parliament in its Resolution of 21 September 2010 on 
the implementation of EU legislation aiming at the conservation of biodiversity 
όнллфκнмлуόLbLύύΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ нлмл ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
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recognise and deal with the driving forces behind the reduction in biological diversity; 
incomplete implementation of legislation; incomplete and poor integration into sectoral 
policies; insufficient scientific knowledge and data gaps; lack of political will; insufficient 
funding; [and] lack of additional efficiently-targeted instruments to tackle specific 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ŀƭƛŜƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩΦ 
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The Commission concluded in January 2010 that all four of the above options required 
establishment of a scientific baseline of the state of biodiversity and ecosystem services 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Φ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ 
framework to address the main pressures on biodiversity and ecosystem services at four 
levels: international; EU; national; and sub-national.
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The current EU Biodiversity Strategy is the first EU nature strategy to highlight the value 
of ecosystem services.
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Lƴ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻŀŘƳŀǇ ǘƻ ŀ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ 
that the value of biodiversity was only beginning to be taken into account in decision 
making at the operational level. 

Note that whilst the Commission stated that tackling the challenges and changing them 
into opportunities, including halting the loss of biodiversity, would require the EU 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻ Ψŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ςin energy, 
industry, agriculture, fisheries and transport systems, and in producer and consumer 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΩΤ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΦ
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The Seventh Environment Action Programme was adopted by the European Parliament 
and the Council. The Sixth Environment Action Programme, which ended in July 2012, 
was the first programme to be adopted by both EU institutions. Whilst the adoption of 
the Sixth, and now Seventh, Environment Action Programmes by the European 
Parliament and the Council heightened their legal status, the programmes are still soft 
law. Member States are not obliged to comply with their provisions.
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