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Why focus on the Roma?

Å Scope and scale of problems mean Roma constitute 
toughest test for non-discrimination instruments

Å What conditions do they face?

ðRacially-motivated violence

ðDenial of access to:

ÅWork

ÅHealth care

ÅEducation

ÅHousing

ÅSocial Benefits

ÅPublic Places

ÅFree Movement (as EU citizens)

- Gut-wrenching poverty
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Åòby such measures as literacy, infant 
mortality and basic nutrition, most of those 
countryõs [Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Romania and Slovakia] Roma 
endure conditions closer to sub-Saharan 
Africa than Europeó, UNDP, 2003

ÅIn sum: Roma face structural discrimination 
in nearly every area of life, from birth 
through childhood, in healthcare, education, 
employment, housing, starting a family, in 
political and social participation, and in 
their eventual death
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Roma in contemporary Europe

Å Rise of the right across Europe: Hungary, the 
Netherlands, France, Austria, Italy, Scandinavia, the 
UK

Å Roma the scapegoat in societies that are becoming 
more tolerant in certain areas and less in others

Å Roma increasingly labelled as a ôsecurity riskõ, e.g.

ðItaly, with deportations in 2008

ð100 Romanian Roma mob attacked in Ireland 
2009

ð10,000 deportations from France

ðAbolition of duty to provide stopping sites and 
preparation for mass evictions in UK
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ðGerman government has announced the desire to 
deport 12,000 Roma back to Kosovo, inc. 6000 
children born in Germany

ðSweden is deporting Roma for acts such as 
begging

ðDanish government deported 23 Roma in July for 
ôcriminal behaviourõ
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