Selection of Treaties and Protocols provisions

1. Treaty on European Union

Article 2
The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy,
equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons
belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in which
pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between women and
men prevail.
Article 3
(ex Article 2 TEU)
1. The Union's aim is to promote peace, its values and the well-being of its peoples.
2. The Union shall offer its citizens an area of freedom, security and justice without internal
frontiers, in which the free movement of persons is ensured in conjunction with appropriate
measures with respect to external border controls, asylum, immigration and the prevention
and combating of crime.
3. The Union shall establish an internal market. It shall work for the sustainable development
of Europe based on balanced economic growth and price stability, a highly competitive
social market economy, aiming at full employment and social progress, and a high level of
protection and improvement of the quality of the environment. It shall promote scientific and
technological advance.
It shall combat social exclusion and discrimination, and shall promote social justice and
protection, equality between women and men, solidarity between generations and protection
of the rights of the child.
It shall promote economic, social and territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member
States.
It shall respect its rich cultural and linguistic diversity, and shall ensure that Europe's
cultural heritage is safeguarded and enhanced.
4. The Union shall establish an economic and monetary union whose currency is the euro.
5. In its relations with the wider world, the Union shall uphold and promote its values and
interests and contribute to the protection of its citizens. It shall contribute to peace, security,
the sustainable development of the Earth, solidarity and mutual respect among peoples, free
and fair trade, eradication of poverty and the protection of human rights, in particular the
rights of the child, as well as to the strict observance and the development of international
law, including respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter.
6. The Union shall pursue its objectives by appropriate means commensurate with the
competences which are conferred upon it in the Treaties.

Article 6
(ex Article 6 TEU)
1. The Union recognises the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union of 7 December 2000, as adapted at Strasbourg,
on 12 December 2007, which shall have the same legal value as the Treaties.
The provisions of the Charter shall not extend in any way the competences of the Union as
defined in the Treaties.
The rights, freedoms and principles in the Charter shall be interpreted in accordance with
the general provisions in Title VII of the Charter governing its interpretation and application
and with due regard to the explanations referred to in the Charter, that set out the sources of
those provisions.
2. The Union shall accede to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms. Such accession shall not affect the Union's competences as
defined in the Treaties.
3. Fundamental rights, as guaranteed by the European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and as they result from the constitutional
traditions common to the Member States, shall constitute general principles of the Union's
law.
Article 21
1. The Union's action on the international scene shall be guided by the principles which have
inspired its own creation, development and enlargement, and which it seeks to advance in the
wider world: democracy, the rule of law, the universality and indivisibility of human rights
and fundamental freedoms, respect for human dignity, the principles of equality and
solidarity, and respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter and international law.
The Union shall seek to develop relations and build partnerships with third countries, and
international, regional or global organisations which share the principles referred to in the
first subparagraph.
It shall promote multilateral solutions to common problems, in particular in the framework of
the United Nations.
2. The Union shall define and pursue common policies and actions, and shall work for a high
degree of cooperation in all fields of international relations, in order to:
(a) safeguard its values, fundamental interests, security, independence and integrity;
(b) consolidate and support democracy, the rule of law, human rights and the principles of
international
law;
(c) preserve peace, prevent conflicts and strengthen international security, in accordance
with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, with the principles of the
Helsinki Final Act and with the aims of the Charter of Paris, including those relating to
external borders;
(d) foster the sustainable economic, social and environmental development of developing
countries, with the primary aim of eradicating poverty;
(e) encourage the integration of all countries into the world economy, including through the
progressive abolition of restrictions on international trade;
(f) help develop international measures to preserve and improve the quality of the
environment and the sustainable management of global natural resources, in order to ensure
sustainable development;
(g) assist populations, countries and regions confronting natural or man-made disasters; and

(h) promote an international system based on stronger multilateral cooperation and good
global governance.
3. The Union shall respect the principles and pursue the objectives set out in paragraphs 1
and 2 in the development and implementation of the different areas of the Union's external
action covered by this Title and by Part Five of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union, and of the external aspects of its other policies.
The Union shall ensure consistency between the different areas of its external action and
between these and its other policies. The Council and the Commission, assisted by the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, shall ensure that
consistency and shall cooperate to that effect.

2. Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

Article 218
(ex Article 300 TEC)
8. The Council shall act by a qualified majority throughout the procedure. However, it shall
act unanimously when the agreement covers a field for which unanimity is required for the
adoption of a Union act as well as for association agreements and the agreements referred to
in Article 212 with the States which are candidates for accession. The Council shall also act
unanimously for the agreement on accession of the Union to the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; the decision concluding this
agreement shall enter into force after it has been approved by the Member States in
accordance with their respective constitutional requirements.

3. Protocols

Protocol No 8
RELATING TO ARTICLE 6(2) OF THE TREATY ON EUROPEAN UNION ON THE
ACCESSION OF THE UNION TO THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON THE
PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,
HAVE AGREED UPON the following provisions, which shall be annexed to the Treaty on
European Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union:
Article 1
The agreement relating to the accession of the Union to the European Convention on the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (hereinafter referred to as the
‘European Convention’) provided for in Article 6(2) of the Treaty on European Union shall
make provision for preserving the specific characteristics of the Union and Union law, in
particular with regard to:
(a) the specific arrangements for the Union's possible participation in the control bodies of
the European Convention;

(b) the mechanisms necessary to ensure that proceedings by non-Member States and
individual applications are correctly addressed to Member States and/or the Union as
appropriate.
Article 2
The agreement referred to in Article 1 shall ensure that accession of the Union shall not
affect the competences of the Union or the powers of its institutions. It shall ensure that
nothing therein affects the situation of Member States in relation to the European
Convention, in particular in relation to the Protocols thereto, measures taken by Member
States derogating from the European Convention in accordance with Article 15 thereof and
reservations to the European Convention made by Member States in accordance with Article
57 thereof.
Article 3
Nothing in the agreement referred to in Article 1 shall affect Article 344 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union.

Protocol No 24
ON ASYLUM FOR NATIONALS OF MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,
WHEREAS, in accordance with Article 6(1) of the Treaty on European Union, the Union
recognises the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights,
WHEREAS pursuant to Article 6(3) of the Treaty on European Union, fundamental rights, as
guaranteed by the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, constitute part of the Union's law as general principles,
WHEREAS the Court of Justice of the European Union has jurisdiction to ensure that in the
interpretation and application of Article 6, paragraphs (1) and (3) of the Treaty on European
Union the law is observed by the European Union,
WHEREAS pursuant to Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union any European State,
when applying to become a Member of the Union, must respect the values set out in Article 2
of the Treaty on European Union,
BEARING IN MIND that Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union establishes a mechanism
for the suspension of certain rights in the event of a serious and persistent breach by a
Member State of those values,
RECALLING that each national of a Member State, as a citizen of the Union, enjoys a special
status and protection which shall be guaranteed by the Member States in accordance with the
provisions of Part Two of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
BEARING IN MIND that the Treaties establish an area without internal frontiers and grant
every citizen of the Union the right to move and reside freely within the territory of the
Member States,
WISHING to prevent the institution of asylum being resorted to for purposes alien to those
for which it is intended,
WHEREAS this Protocol respects the finality and the objectives of the Geneva Convention of
28 July 1951 relating to the status of refugees,

HAVE AGREED UPON the following provisions, which shall be annexed to the Treaty on
European Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union:
Sole Article
Given the level of protection of fundamental rights and freedoms by the Member States of the
European Union, Member States shall be regarded as constituting safe countries of origin in
respect of each other for all legal and practical purposes in relation to asylum matters.
Accordingly, any application for asylum made by a national of a Member State may be taken
into consideration or declared admissible for processing by another Member State only in the
following cases:
(a) if the Member State of which the applicant is a national proceeds after the entry into force
of the Treaty of Amsterdam, availing itself of the provisions of Article 15 of the European
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, to take
measures derogating in its territory from its obligations under that Convention;
(b) if the procedure referred to Article 7(1) of the Treaty on European Union has been
initiated and until the Council, or, where appropriate, the European Council, takes a
decision in respect thereof with regard to the Member State of which the applicant is a
national;
(c) if the Council has adopted a decision in accordance with Article 7(1) of the Treaty on
European Union in respect of the Member State of which the applicant is a national or if the
European Council has adopted a decision in accordance with Article 7(2) of that Treaty in
respect of the Member State of which the applicant is a national;
(d) if a Member State should so decide unilaterally in respect of the application of a national
of another Member State; in that case the Council shall be immediately informed; the
application shall be dealt with on the basis of the presumption that it is manifestly unfounded
without affecting in any way, whatever the cases may be, the decision-making power of the
Member State.

Protocol No 30
ON THE APPLICATION OF THE CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION TO POLAND AND TO THE UNITED KINGDOM
THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,
WHEREAS in Article 6 of the Treaty on European Union, the Union recognises the rights,
freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union,
WHEREAS the Charter is to be applied in strict accordance with the provisions of the
aforementioned Article 6 and Title VII of the Charter itself,
WHEREAS the aforementioned Article 6 requires the Charter to be applied and interpreted
by the courts of Poland and of the United Kingdom strictly in accordance with the
explanations referred to in that Article,
WHEREAS the Charter contains both rights and principles,
WHEREAS the Charter contains both provisions which are civil and political in character
and those which are economic and social in character,
WHEREAS the Charter reaffirms the rights, freedoms and principles recognised in the Union
and makes those rights more visible, but does not create new rights or principles,

RECALLING the obligations devolving upon Poland and the United Kingdom under the
Treaty on European Union, the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and Union
law generally,
NOTING the wish of Poland and the United Kingdom to clarify certain aspects of the
application of the Charter,
DESIROUS therefore of clarifying the application of the Charter in relation to the laws and
administrative action of Poland and of the United Kingdom and of its justiciability within
Poland and within the United Kingdom,
REAFFIRMING that references in this Protocol to the operation of specific provisions of the
Charter are strictly without prejudice to the operation of other provisions of the Charter,
REAFFIRMING that this Protocol is without prejudice to the application of the Charter to
other Member States,
REAFFIRMING that this Protocol is without prejudice to other obligations devolving upon
Poland and the United Kingdom under the Treaty on European Union, the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union, and Union law generally,
HAVE AGREED UPON the following provisions, which shall be annexed to the Treaty on
European Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union:
Article 1
1. The Charter does not extend the ability of the Court of Justice of the European Union, or
any court or tribunal of Poland or of the United Kingdom, to find that the laws, regulations
or administrative provisions, practices or action of Poland or of the United Kingdom are
inconsistent with the fundamental rights, freedoms and principles that it reaffirms.
2. In particular, and for the avoidance of doubt, nothing in Title IV of the Charter creates
justiciable rights applicable to Poland or the United Kingdom except in so far as Poland or
the United Kingdom has provided for such rights in its national law.
Article 2
To the extent that a provision of the Charter refers to national laws and practices, it shall
only apply to Poland or the United Kingdom to the extent that the rights or principles that it
contains are recognised in the law or practices of Poland or of the United Kingdom.

4. Declarations annexed to the final act of the intergovernmental conference which
adopted the Treaty of Lisbon

Declarations concerning provisions of the Treaties

1 Declaration concerning the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union
The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, which has legally binding force,
confirms the fundamental rights guaranteed by the European Convention for the Protection
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and as they result from the constitutional
traditions common to the Member States. The Charter does not extend the field of application
of Union law beyond the powers of the Union or establish any new power or task for the
Union, or modify powers and tasks as defined by the Treaties.

2 Declaration on Article 6(2) of the Treaty on European Union
The Conference agrees that the Union's accession to the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms should be arranged in such a way
as to preserve the specific features of Union law. In this connection, the Conference notes the
existence of a regular dialogue between the Court of Justice of the European Union and the
European Court of Human Rights; such dialogue could be reinforced when the Union
accedes to that Convention.

25 Declaration on Articles 75 and 215 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union
The Conference recalls that the respect for fundamental rights and freedoms implies, in
particular, that proper attention is given to the protection and observance of the due process
rights of the individuals or entities concerned. For this purpose and in order to guarantee a
thorough judicial review of decisions subjecting an individual or entity to restrictive
measures, such decisions must be based on clear and distinct criteria. These criteria should
be tailored to the specifics of each restrictive measure.

Declarations by Member States

53 Declaration by the Czech Republic on the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the
European Union
1. The Czech Republic recalls that the provisions of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the
European Union are addressed to the institutions and bodies of the European Union with due
regard for the principle of subsidiarity and division of competences between the European
Union and its Member States, as reaffirmed in Declaration (No 18) in relation to the
delimitation of competences.
The Czech Republic stresses that its provisions are addressed to the Member States only
when they are implementing Union law, and not when they are adopting and implementing
national law independently from Union law.
2. The Czech Republic also emphasises that the Charter does not extend the field of
application of Union law and does not establish any new power for the Union. It does not
diminish the field of application of national law and does not restrain any current powers of
the national authorities in this field.
The Czech Republic stresses that, in so far as the Charter recognises fundamental rights and
principles as they result from constitutional traditions common to the Member States, those
rights and principles are to be interpreted in harmony with those traditions.
4. The Czech Republic further stresses that nothing in the Charter may be interpreted as
restricting or adversely affecting human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognised, in
their respective field of application, by Union law and by international agreements to which
the Union or all the Member States are party, including the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and by the Member States'
Constitutions.

62 Declaration by the Republic of Poland concerning the Protocol on the application of
the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union in relation to Poland and the
United Kingdom
Poland declares that, having regard to the tradition of social movement of ‘Solidarity’ and its
significant contribution to the struggle for social and labour rights, it fully respects social
and labour rights, as established by European Union law, and in particular those reaffirmed
in Title IV of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.

