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EU commitments to address deforestation date to at least 2001. They have been 
repeated and slightly modified over time. 

The most recent public commitment being the September 2014 New York 
Declaration on Forests. 
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In 2001 the OECD estimated that the global trade for illegal timber was worth in 
the region of EUR150billion.

Policy background followed from a recognition of the destructive impacts of illegal
logging from social, environmental and economic perspectives. And the connection
with corruption and organised crime. 

2002 estimate of lost revenue to governments in forested countries in the region of 
EUR 10 – 15billion. 

Illegal logging therefore recognised to undermine several essential elements of 
EC’s development objectives. 

Recognition that the problem of poor governance in forests countries was
compounded by strong international demand for timber that does not effectively
discriminate between legal and illegally harvested timber. 

The FLEGT Action Plan also included a focus on public procurement mechanisms

5



All references are to Regulation 995/2010 unless otherwise stated

Implementing Regulation 607/2012: developed details on the exercise of due 
diligence and checks on Monitoring Organisations

Delegated Regulation 363/2012: developed procedural rules on the recognition of 
Monitoring Organisations
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The prohibition and due diligence obligation are separate, complimentary
requirements. 
An operator is required to meet both. 
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NB – the term ‚due diligence‘ appears to not be equally well understood in all 
languages/legal traditions. 

Operators must maintain records of these steps for at least 5 years (Reg 607/2012 
Art 5)
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The Commission Guidance document deals with each of these issues – as well as 
others.

Placing on the market
a) For timber harvested within the EU, the entity that distributes or uses the timber 
when it has been harvested, is the operator. 
(b)(i) For timber harvested outside the EU, the entity acting as the importer when 
the timber is cleared by EU customs authorities for free circulation is the operator. 
In the majority of cases, the importer can be identified as the named or numbered 
“Consignee” in Box 8 of the customs declaration document (Single Administrative 
Document). 
(b)(ii) For timber or timber products imported to the EU, the definition of operator 
is independent of the ownership of the product, or other contractual 
arrangements. 
(Commission Guidance document – Section 1)
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Differences in Member State penalty regimes exist, including in terms of the level
of potential sanctions; and the degree to which the severity of the breach must be
established.
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FLEGT licences to be made available in the Member State in which the shipment is
declared for release for free circulation (Article 6, Regulation 1024/2008)
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