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German CITES Management Authority 
Seizure of nearly 380 live specimens of Geochelone
elegans. 
As the country of origin could not be identified the 
specimens need to be placed in adequate facilities
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In February 2014 two passengers were intercepted by Border Force Officers at 
London Heathrow Airport on arrival from the Bahamas. A search of their luggage 
resulted in the detection of thirteen (13) San Salvador Rock Iguanas (Cyclurus rileyi) 
Annex A / Appendix I, one of which was dead on arrival They were concealed within 
socks in one of the passengers suitcase.
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23/04/2012
Burundi -> Czech Rep. with transit in Brussels
Border Inspection Post, Brussels-Zaventem
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A shipment of 70 grey parrots (Psittacus erithacus), 49 senegal parrots (Poicephalus

senegalus) and 510 african finches (Serinus mozambicus, Mandingoa nitidula, 

Lagonosticta senegala, Uraeginthus bengalus) was stoppped on 15 July 2014 at a 

border crossing point between Romania and Hungary. (Source EU-Twix)
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In September 2013, a shipment of 600 Agalychnis callidryas (Red eyed 

treefrog) was seized by the Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety 

Authority (NVWA)

at Amsterdam Airport. This species, and all species of Agalychnis, is posted at 

CITES Appendix II, Annex B 338/97 in 2010.

The shipment was accompanied with a CITES export permit from Nicaragua 

and CITES import permit from the Netherlands as captive-bred but 
investigations show that they were of wild origin
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15 Lynx  skins (Felis Lynx) Appendix A, seized by Estonia at the Estonia-Russia 

border in February 2014
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Our department got informed that afrormosia / assamela timber was arriving at the 
Antwerp harbour without CITES certificate. After inves-tigation it turned out that the 
timber was systematically falsely cleared as Iroko. 
Iroko and Afrormosia are two timbers which contain similarities. Differences can only 
be found by magnifying glass and odour when the timber is wet.  (Source Belgium 
customs alert sent to EU Twix in June 2014)
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22 rhino horns seized in the Czech Republic
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Authorities at the Václav Havel Airport Prague seized illegal 33.05 kg of ivory during 
an attempt for illegal export from Prague to Vietnam. The ivory were concealed inside 
a luggage of Vietnamese man living in CR and travelling to Hanoi. The luggage was 
suspicious about the weight and was inspected by x-ray. The case was happened at 
28th January 2014. The ivory has been confiscated and the offender was already 
convicted to one year imprisonment (suspended sentence on 3 years). (Source EU-
Twix, document sent by the Czech Environment Inspectorate on 9 June 2014).
About 200 seizures of ivory done in the last 11 months (August 2013 – June 2014), 
totalling 250 kg and 1700 specimens
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On the left: 50 bangles, 29 beaded necklaces and 4 beaded bracelets, all painted 
black, seized at Paris Roissy airport in September 2014, destination was Vietnam, 
origin Angola, weight 10kg
On the right: 5.34 kg of African Elephant ivory items were detected in a Fedexparcel
sent from a private person in Nigeria to a private company in Lao PDR. Seizure done 
in France in december 2014
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10 kg pangolin scales seized in May 2014 on arrival at the UK’s Heathrow airport from 
Nigeria, destined for China
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200 kg of live glass eels seized at Paris airport, France, July 2010, origin was Spain and 
final destination was China 
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Seizure of 120kg of glass eels in Paris Roissy airport in February 2015 – cargo declared 
as originating from the UK and with destination Hong Kong
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